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A Drscounes, Ve. 


DANIEL, vi. TI 


Now when Daniel knew: that the writing was 
ned, he went into his houſe ; and his windows 


being open in his chamber towards Feruſalem, 
He kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and 


prayed, and gave thanks before his N as be : 


did wee 


Tron examining he holy bible in 22 to fad 
a ſubje ſuitable to employ our meditations on 


this occaſion, I have ſelected the pious and ex- 


emplary conduct of a petſecuted man of God, whole on 
cumſtances were truly diſtreſſing. 


This prophet Daniel was one of king N . 
captives when the Jews were carried | into Babylon, © An 
excellent ſpirit was found in him; and he lived in great 


favour under the reign of this king, and his ſucceſſors, in 
that empire, until a very diſtreſſing act was paſſed againſt 
him by Darius. This king was unwarily ſeduced, by an 
impious ſet of men near the throne, to ſign a decree which 
would eventually haye proved fatal to this devout prophet, 


bad not the Almighty miraculouſly interpoſed for his de- 


liverance, The act was this, That whoſoever ſhall aſk 


a petition of any God or man for thirty days, ſave of the 


king, ſhall 'be caſt into the den of lions.” Now when 


Daniel knew that the writing was ſigned, he went into 


his houſe ; and his windows being open in his chamber 


towards Jerulalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times 
. . ors hay 1 $i p 5 an þ 2 
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a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he 
id aforetime. The extreme difficulty to which this ex- 
cellent man was reduced was ſo far from ſuppreſſing his 
Uſual devotion, that he was rather invigorated therein. 
Although prayer, and giving thanks ought ever to be con- 
ected when we addreſs the ſupreme Being, yet, ſtrialy 
ſpeaking, there is a difference betwixt them. What I 
mean is, that prayer intends confeſſion of ſin, and ſuppli- 
cation for mercy ; and thankſprving denotes a grateful 
ſenſe of favours already received. With this diſtinction 
we may. conſider the devotion ſpecified in our tet. 
Hie prayed. However good a man he was, yet he 
was not perfect, or entirely free from ſin ; and every ſinner 
has reaſon. to humble himſelf before his Maker, to fear 
his difpleaſure, and earneſtly ſeek for his mercy, 
Daniel, no doubt, confeſſed his ſinfulneſs and unwor- 
thineſs before God, and with a truly contrite heart 
deprecated that - ſhocking | diſtreſs, in © ſpecial, which 
he knew he muſt inevitably experience, unleſs he would 
wrong his conſcience, - bid adieu to LIBERTY, and 
{ renounce his allegiance to his Maker. He knew that 
| God was a very preſent help in time of trouble, and that 
no deſign formed againſt a faithful ſervant of his could 
proſper, or be carried into execution, without his per- 
miſſion. All remonſtrance to his earthly fovereign he 
was ſenſible would be ineffectual for tne repeal of a decree, 
which, according to the deſpotic and ſtupid cuſtom of 
the Medes and Perſians, was-unalterable. To God, then, 
he devoutly repairs, who alone could command deliverance 
for him; and in conſequence of his ſincere humiliation, 
prayer, and thankſgiving, he was fignally reſcued by him 
who is mighty to ſave. Under his amazing anxiety, if 
he had even forgot the mercies of God, and confined his 
devotion entirely ro humiliation and prayer, it had not 
been much to be wondered at: Inſtead of this, he diſ- 
covers the greateſt preſence of mind, and extends his 
| thoughts to the mercies he experienced in the midſt of 
” judgment. Accordingly, it is added, And gave thanks 
* * | F. befare 
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before his God, as he did afaretime.”” Almighty God was. 
conſidered by him under the endearing character of a, 
gracious and merciful father, although ſome of the al 
penſations of bis providence are afflictive, and righteouſſy 
ſevere. He eſteems the father of mankind to be their 
greateſt and beſt friend; as one who leaves no method 
of kindneſs unattempted to promote their happineſs. He 
knew himſelf to be the offspring of God, fearfully and 
wonderfully made, ſuſtained by his power, ſupplied by 
his goodneſs; and above all, renewed after the divine 
image, and therefore bound by the ſtrong ties of duty, gra- 
titude and intereſt to render to him the glory due to 
his name. He devoutly ſeeks for the further mercy of 
God, and renders thanks for the inſtances of it which 
he had already received. By the religious exerciſe of a 
grateful diſpoſition he cultivated that inſtinct of nature which 
inclines us to be thankful to thoſe from whom we ex 
1 rience mercy and kindneſs. We may ſuppoſe the ſtate of 
1 his mind to be ſimilar to David's, which is thus expreſſed, 
I will love the Lord my ſtrength, I will call upon the 
Lord who is worthy to be praiſed. The Lord liveth, and 
bleſſed be my rock, and let the God of my Salvation be 
exalted.“ This prophet ſeems reſolutely bent to render 
to God according to the benefits he had received, though 
he well knew that his Maker needed not his ſervices to 
Increaſe his own felicity ; he not being worſhipped by 
mens hands as though he needed any thing, ſeeing he 
_ giveth unto all life, breath, and all things. He wiſely 
conſidered that our divine benefactor does not diſpenſe 
his favours without expecting, and demanding ſome ſuita- 
| ble return; even, to offer praiſe ſo as to glorify him, and 
* order the converſation agreeable to the revelation of his 
will. We cannot rationally ſuppoſe that Daniel's addreſſing 
God from his open window, with his face towards Jeru- 
4 ſalem, would be much to his honour ; at leaſt, it would 
| have been unworthy of a place in the ſacred text had this 
_ - outward appearance of devotion been unattended with ſin- 
cerity of mind. Unleſs his ſoul was deeply impreſſed with 
17 2 
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& ſenſe of the overuling proyidence of God, and of the 
divine goodneſs diſplayed to the world, and to himfelf in 
particular, the mention of his behaviour would be ex- 
tremely trifling; and make much ſuch a figure in hiſtory 
gs it would to record, that the people of New-Eng- 
land opened their houſes for worſhip once a year, afſem- 
bled in them, and pretended to give thanks before God, 
but never fincerely did it; or in other words; that they 
had their 4 days but never gave thanks. I am 
indeed afraid that ths is true with reſpect to many 
Who publickly appear before God, on ſuch days. But be 
this as it may: there is no room to doubt but that the 
- prophet, whoſe religious character we are conſidering, had 
his heart right with God. Although there ſeems to be 
the appearance of oſtentation, the complexion of hypo- 
criſy, and a defire to be ſeen of men, by his expoſing him- 
elf to view at his chamber window; and 1 may add, the 
appearance of fool hardineſs alſo, in doing thus, when 
he knew the ſevere act that was paſſed by authority, and 
the riſque he ran of being diſcovered, and conſequently 
deſtroyed ; yet the whole may be very conliftently ſolved 
and made perfectly to harmonize with prudence, and 
regular piety and devotion. His windows' were already 
open as zſual. He worthipped in an upper chamber as 
"was cuſtomary among the Jews : Which ſeems to be ſuf- 
ficiently diſtant from obſervers ; and fo lot towards 
"Jeruſalem was agreeable to Solomon's. prayer at the dedi- 
cation of the temple; this was moreover his uſual practice: 
He acted now as he did aforetime. He knew it was right 
to pray and give thanks before his God; and'to alter his 
uſual method he, no doubt, thought would diſcoyer ſuch 
a criminal fear of man, as would be offenſive to God. 
He reflected on his own ſincerity, and was certain that 
God could fave him from the fury of lions, and reſcue 
him from the envy and rage of impious men; or if the 
' Almighty did not fee fit to work a miracle for his bodily 
preſervation he was ſure that if he was in the way of 
his duty, he ſhould experience everlaſting mercy in 
a.” Heaven 
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Heaven; therefore was he ſupported, having his heart 
fixed, truſting in the Lord, This good man's character 
was undoubtedly uniform and conſiſtent, he was not only 
prayerful and thankful, but obedient, and truly exemplary 
in all parts of his behaviour; for indeed none can be truly 
thankful without regularity of life. It is neceſſary that 
we live, as well as ſpeak the divine praiſes; theſe muſt 
be united as we would rationaly expect acceptance with 
God. A due ſenſe of God's mercies, or true genuine 
thankſgiving is ſeated in the heart, and this pious diſpoſi- 
tion of mind will be diſcovered and exerted in all the 
duties of a ſober, righteous, and godly life. This is the 
. teſt which we doubt not the prophet Daniel tried, and 
which every one of us muſt try himſelf by. We are not 
truly thankful for God's mercies this day, unleſs we are 
ſteadfaſtly reſolved to be obedient to his will through the 
future courſe of our lives  _ . 
But I paſs to obſerve, that the devotion of this holy 
prophet leads us clearly to determine, that however 12 
cult the circumſtances of any of mankind may be, yet 
they ſhould always retain ſuch a grateful ſenſe of the 
mercies they enjoy as to render ſincere thanks to that 
divine Being who is the author of them. The prophet, 
| whoſe example is here propoſed for our imitation, had | 
ſuch a ſenſe of the loving kindneſs of the Lord, and of 
his firm reliance on the wiſdom and righteoufneſs of 
Providence, as that be might have exprefled the reſolu- 
tion of his mind in as ſtrong terms, as an apoſtle of Chriſt 
long after did, when he ſaid ; that © neither. life nor 
death, nor angels, nor principalities, por powers, nor things 
- Preſent, nor things to come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor 
any other creature ſhould be able to ſeperate him from the 
love of God.” What can be more expreſſiye of ſincere 
pratirude_ than the conduct of this religiqus man; who 
aben an act was. paſſed, the penalty annexed to the 
breach of which was the moſt ſhocking death) Sol 
 Tabmiz to it rather than renounce his liberty, and wrong 
his , conſcience by omitting his uſual Tupplicarions, an 
thankſgiving before his 3 ? He would be expoſed. 
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to the ravage of lions, rather than bn from ex- 


preſſing that religious acknowledgment that is juſtly due 
from a creature to the Creator, While the tender mercies 


of thoſe in authority were cruelty, he eventually found 
| the natural rage of the fierceſt and ſtrongeſt animals to 


be converted into mercy. And why ? The reaſon is 
plain. Thar omnipotent Being who can cauſe the wrath 
of man to praiſe him, and who can ſtop the mouths of lions, 
interpoſed for the preſervation of one ſo tenacious of the 
liberty of conſcience, ſo mindful of the care of provi- 
dence, and thankful for the bleſſings of Heaven, as to 
attend his ſtated devotions in ſuch a ſituation. 

| Now, conſidering the conduct of this excellent man, 


and the favour of God which he fo ſignally experienced, 


we ſhall do well to reflect thus: That the ſolid pleaſure 
and ſatisfaction which reſult from devout prayer, and 
thankſgiving to God, are ſufficient to conſtrain every pious 
perſon to the ſteadfaſt obſervance of them. Where we 


ſee our duty to God, if ſeriouſly and punctually attended 
upon, productive of theſe happy eſſects, viz. compoſing 


our minds to a patient ſubmiſſion to his will, and diſpo- 
ſing him to exert his power and goodneſs for our ſupport 
and relief, ſhall we not in all things by prayer and ſup- 
plication with thankſgiving make known our requeſts to 
him? Our difficulties, our diſtreſſes, however grievous, 
ſhould never cauſe us either to diſtruſt the care of di- 
vine providence, or to be unmindful of the benefits we 
receive. We conſtantly experience the goodneſs of God, 
although ar ſome ſeaſons we are favoured with more 
ſignal inſtances of it than we are ar others. The leaſt 
mercy is more than we deſerve from that divine Being 
whom we have ſo often offended. The moſt minute 


inſtance of our Maker's kinenefs claims our eternal re- 
ſpect. Although innumerable evils ſhould ſurround us: 


Although we ſhould fear the deſtruction of our liberties 
civil and religious, and even the loſs of life itſelf, yer we 
ſhould remember that the Lord is our judge, the Lord is 


our law-giver, the Lord is our king and he can ſave us, 


The 
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The conſideration. of God's ſitting at the helm of the 
Univerſe ſhould ever diſpoſe us to pur our truſt in him; 
and not greatly. fear what man can do unto us. Never Jet. 
it be ſaid that the difficulties which we feel, or think we 
have reaſon to fear, cauſe us to be unmindful of our crea- 
cor, preſerver, and conſtant benefactor. It was once the 
expreſſion of a very impious woman to her religious huſ- 
band, when his property was invaded, his children de- 
ſtroyed, and his life endangered, Curſe GOD and die.“ 
But he replied in the greatneſs of his diſtreſs, * [hou /peakeſ? 
as one of the fooliſh women ſpeaketh : What © Shall we 
receive good at the hand of God, and ſhall we not receive 
evil ? All that befalls the children of men is deſigned by 
their Maker to promote their happineſs. The leaſt glim- 
mering of mercy amidſt the greateſt outward diſtreſſes is 
ſufficient to excite our gratitude, if we refle& properly 
upon it. In all that occurs in the courſe of Providence 
we have reaſon to ſay unto God, thou haſt done righte« 
ouſly, but we have done wickedly ; thou haſt puniſhed 
us leſs than our wickedneſs deſerves. David ſang both of 

mercy and judgment. Shall light afflictions then, which are 
but for a moment drive us from a duty, which, when rightly 

performed, ſhall work out for us an exceeding and an 
eternal weight of glory? No ſurely. 1 would rather 
hope that we ſhould ( count it all joy when we fall inta 


divers temprations ; ; knowing this, that the tryiag of our 


faith worketh patience, and if patience have her perfect 
work, we ſhall be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.“ 
That I may more fully apply what has hitherto been 
diſcourſed, it may be obſerved, that the preſent aſpects of 
divine providence with regard to the inhabitants of this 
province loudly call upon us for humiliation and prayer, and 
ſincerely to join them with our preſent thankſgiving, after 
the laudable example we have conſidered ; and in becom - 
ing obedience to the pertinent proclamation which en- 
joins the religious exerciſes of this day, and which ex- 
preſsly directs us to pray * that thoſe judgments which 
de labour under may be removed - that thoſe which we 
by FOOT reaſon ta Jour may be averted,” 
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Our ſituation is not altogether ſo diſtrefling as was that 
of the prophet Daniel. There is no den of lions ready. 
for us to be thrown into ; whereby a period might be 
immediately put to our preſent exiſtence, and conſequent] y 
to every other temporal enjoymenr. Though this is not 
our caſe, yet our ſtate is truly deplorable,” and God only 
it knows what we are yet to ſuffer. At the hand of our Maker 
| indeed we deſerve the greateſt of "judgments ; butſwe have 
wl never forfeited to man any of our civil rights. The royal 
faith has been plighted to this people, and we requeſt only 
$ the continuance of our Charter privileges. Our fathers 
| before us ever aſſerted their rights, granted by the Crown, 
i and we ſteadfaſtly hope that it will never be ſaid of their 
| poſterity i in general that they willingly relinquiſh them, 
1 It is naturally to be expected that diſorders, or extravagant 
Inſtances of conduct will take place when a free people are 
l ' irritated by what they think to be unconſtitutional exer- 
ions of power; ſuch diſorders have in fact happered; we 
| Iament the cauſe of them, and hope the ſuppoſed ground 
of uneaſineſs will be redtified, and the minds of the people 
compoſed. But then (unhappy to relate) theſe eccentrick 
motions of a diſturbed, yet loyal people, have been ſtrangely 
magnißed; and thus being exaggerated, we are ready to 
fear our burdens are increaſing.# What now, (may it 

| juſtly 
5 what people, unleſs thoſe inured to favery,would be 1 
hen in conſequence of inſurrections (much leſs formidable per- 

- Haps than ſome in our mother cquntry, that have ariſen ſrom 
more frivolous cauſes) they have been viſited with bands of fol- 
diers; who tho” ſaid to be deſigned as conſervators of the peace, 
and to aid the ciyil authority. yet our late chief Magiſirate 
had no power over them,“ as he aſſerted: that theſe men 
ſhould infeſt the ſtreets of our metropolis, by night eſpecially, 
and in manifold inſtances break the peace — and that indict - 
ments found againſt military criminals by the grand jurors of 
our ſovereign lord the king, ſhould be prevented from being car- 
Tied into execution, is truly marvellous Can it be wondered at 
that the populace under theſe cireumſtances ſhould ſometimes 
ſeek private revenge, and go on ſ{kirmiſhing with the foldiers. 

| {each no doubt alternately the aggteſſors) until the ſhocking 
mnaſſacre of March 5th took place; which has compleated the 


diſmal tragedy for the preſent, "ny which ge gh his e 
| Mercy grant, may 1 never be repeatee, , 
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juſtly be eriquired) is our duty at ſuch a ſeaſon ? Are we 


his glory for the 
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(under God) for their daily bread, and others wallowing i in 
their abundance, through the kindneſs of thoſe whom they 


ungratefully deſpiſe, have aſpired to tread on the necks of 


a free, loyal and generous people : Their advices have 
been received by men of like paſſions with themſelves,and 
we have been ſtigmatized as Rebels to the King, and that 


happy form of government eſtabliſhed in the Britiſh realm 


which we earneſtly deſire to defend and maintain with our 
fortunes, and our lives.—But'I will not further enlarge 


upon that which I ſincerely wiſh there never had been 


any occaſion to have been entered upon. 

It may not be improper to obſerve further, that as we 
now aſſemble in the cloſe of the year (agreable to the an- 
cient and laudable cuſtom of this people) to render our 
unfeigned thanks for the bounties of God's common pro- 
vidence which we have received for our bodily ſupport; 
ſo we ſhall do well to be Particularly careful that vorbing 25 
interrupts us from ſuch an attention hereto, as that we 
may render a juſt tribute of praiſe. Let us honor God 

1 ance by a decent ſupport of ourſelves, and 
diſtributing to the neceſſities ot others. We are all apt 


enough to be ſufficiently ſenſible of what we have for the 


ſupply. of our wants, while at the ſame time we are not 
inclined to look through ſecond cauſes to that powerſul, 


wiſe, and good Being, who giveth us all things richly to 
enjoy. A comfortable ſupply of earthly produce is grant- 
ed, through the bleſſing of God, to this people. Food, 


and raiment ; but more eſpecially the latter we have more 


Treaſon to be thankful for than perhaps ever before. I pre- 
ſume we grow more, induſtrions, : prudent and ſaving; that 


we are not ſo proud as we were, live more on our own pro- 


duce; and it is to be hoped that we ſhall yet more and 


more do ſo. This good out of evil we ſhould be thankful 
for. I don't ſay what the cauſe of this is, becauſe you can 
all gueſs it with caſe. But let the cauſe be what it will, the 
iſſue is plain, We are brought at length to ſee that we 
muſt be diligent for the cloathing ourſelves; and perhaps 


- Wore has been done in New-England for this end, in the 


preſent 


tf 3 


preſent year, than ever before in the ſame term of time. 
May God further ſmile on our handy work, and cauſe . 
our latter end greatly to increaſe. If we are thankful, 
induſtrious, and obedient we may be hereafter ſo bleſſed 
by Heaven as to be able to cloath our mother country, 
* feed them too, if they ſhould ever wan: our aſſiſtance. 
God has given us a good land, let us be thankful for it. 
God gives us health, let us improve it, and ſtudy more 
and more to be prudent in the uſe of what we poſleſs. 
This is the beſt merhod wherein to teſtify our gratitude 
for what we have already received ; and to hope for the 
conferment of what we yet ſtand in need of. We may 
ruin ourſelves: but if we are induſtrious, honeſt and 
thankful, if we truſt in the Lord and do good we ſhall yer 
dwell in the land, and verily we ſhall be fed. 

God grant that the inhabitants of this Land may expe- 
rience the happineſs reſulting from the accompliſhment of 
that benediction, Happy art thou O Iſrael ! Who is like 
unto thee ? A people ſaved of the Lord, the ſhield of thy 
help, and the ſword of thine cxcellency, thine enemies ſhall 
be found liars unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread on their 
high places.” So be it to our American Iſrael, O Lord, 
and let them proſper that love us: But let the wicked 
« conſpiracies of as many as have ill towards us be like the 
« untzmely fruit of a woman which never ſees the Sun: 
that whatever evils the craft and ſubtlety of the Devil 
Lor man worketh againſt us may be brought to nought; 

that we thy ſervants being hurt by no perſecutions may 
* eyermore give thanks to thy name, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 

« To whom with the Father, and holy Spirit be aſcrib- 
* ed as is moſt due, for the bleſſings we aſſemble this day 
* to commemorate, and for all other his mercies, all ho- 

nor, and glory, adoration, praiſe and rhankigiving, now, 
8 henceforth, and for ever.“ | 
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